
Language Acquisition 
Subject Group Overview 

Year 8-10: Japanese Phase 2 
 

• There will be cross-over and interlacing of curriculum throughout the school year, so please ensure you have a thorough understanding of the Specific Expectations for the end of Phase 2 – 



A culture’s thought 

patterns are reflected in 

the language structures. 

Skill needed: Students should be able to use a range of cohesive devices to connect ideas in a written text. Approach: 

In order for students to be able to use some basic cohesive devices in a written text, students must collect at least 7 

basic cohesive devices in the target language and identify grammatical structures that apply while using them, e.g. 

“and”, “but”, “or”, “that”, “therefore”, “because”, “after” etc. This will be taught by introducing the simple 



SOI context, and audience of a familiar situation and the meaning of words that apply. This will be taught through 

roleplays, structured interaction, class walks, etc. 

 

Criterion: Use clear pronunciation and intonation in a comprehensible manner (C.iii)  

Skill needed: Students should be able to pronounce words from vocabulary lists with correct stress, intone statements 

and questions with and without question words correctly.  

Approach: In order for students to be able to pronounce vocabulary list with correct stress intone statements and 

questions with and without question words correctly, students must be exposed to a range of phonetic exercises and 

examples of correct pronunciation. This will be taught by regular phonetic exercises, self-recording on SEQTA, 

reading aloud in class/partners, regular speaking exercises with a partner, in small groups and to the class. 

• ～にいきます 

• てんきはどうですか？ 

• ～でしょう 

• 何どですか？ 

• ～たいです 

Kanji 

• 春・夏・冬・秋 

Vocabulary 

• Seasons 

• Seasonal activities 

• Weather 

• Temperature 

• Condition adjectives 

Communication is most 

clear when the chosen 

form matches the purpose 

of the exchange. 

Unit Title Criterion A: Listening 

Criterion B: Reading 

Criterion C: Speaking 

Criterion D: Writing 

Criterion: Analyse conventions in a wide variety of simple and some complex authentic texts (A.i, B.i)  

Skill needed: Students should be able to identify a variety of simple and some complex authentic texts by their 

conventions and identify some implications of these conventions, such as audience and purpose.  

Approach: In order for students to identify a variety of simple and some complex authentic texts, students must know 

the textual conventions of a number of simple and some complex authentic texts, such as emails, text messages, 

articles, etc. This will be taught by exposing students to a variety of simple and some complex authentic texts during 

lessons. Textual conventions can be taught by explicitly discussing text types and features with students or utilising 

discussion tools such Think-



Unit Title Criterion A: Listening 

Criterion B: Reading 

Criterion C: Speaking 

Criterion D: Writing 

Criterion: Uses a wide range of vocabulary used in a range of familiar situations (C.i, D.i)  

Skill needed: Students should be able to collect and select appropriate vocabulary based on simple and familiar 

contexts and audiences.  

Approach: In order for students to collect vocabulary, students must take effective notes on new vocabulary 

encountered in class, seek out personally relevant vocabulary and implement study and memorisation methods to 



まっすぐいきます Criterion B: Reading 

Criterion C: Speaking 

Criterion D: Writing 

Skill needed: Students should be able to autonomously collect and select appropriate vocabulary based on familiar 

and unfamiliar contexts and audiences. 

Approach: In order for studen



the context. This will be taught by teaching vocabulary in conjunction with grammar, translation exercises, creation 

of simple and some complex texts in class, preparing answers for common questions, etc. 

Specific expectations for the end Emergent Level 
 

Students will generally learn at the Emergent level in MYP Year 1 and MYP Year 2. However, some students would require an additional year of 
learning due to individual learning needs and abilities.  
Students ready to move up to the next Capable level, should be able to meet the specific expectations below. 
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Specific Expectations for the end of the phase 
The student should be able to: 
• understand and respond to simple, short spoken texts 
•      communicate information in a limited range of everyday situations 
•      request and provide information in a limited range of everyday situations 
•      use language appropriate to a very limited range of interpersonal and cultural contexts 
•      use some aspects of register in formal and informal oral communication 
•      use basic vocabulary accurately 
•      interact in simple and rehearsed exchanges using comprehensible pronunciation and intonation/correct tone. 
Evidence 
This	will	be	evident	when	the	student:	
•      follows classroom directions and routines 
•      understands basic phrases and expressions and uses them to interact 
•      participates in a dialogue about an everyday situation using a model 
•      uses gestures, actions, body language and/or words to communicate 
•      names familia
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Specific Expectations for the end of the phase 
The student should be able to: 
•      identify basic facts in simple written texts, the text length should be between 250 and 300 characters 
•      identify main ideas and supporting details in written texts 
•      recognize basic aspects of format and style 
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